January 28, 2019
Page 4495


The Fairfield Area School Board met on Monday evening, January 28, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the district boardroom for a regular meeting.  There was an Executive Session held immediately prior to the meeting for personnel matters. The following members were in attendance: Mr. Strahler, Presiding; Mrs. Myers, Mrs. Bequette, Mrs. Van Metre,  Mr. Laird, Mr. Murray, Mrs. Holz, Mr. Whitcomb, and Mrs. Huster.  Also present was Mr. Nathan Makar, Coordinator of Computer Services and Technology; Mrs. Barbara Richwine, Elementary Principal; Mrs. Patti Weber, Middle School Principal; Ms. Crystal Heller, Athletic Director; Mr. Brian McDowell, High School Principal; Mr. Howie Kessel, Buildings and Grounds Director; and Mrs. Sarah Farmer, Assistant to the Superintendent.  Our student representatives Maya Callenbach and Zackary Sherman were also present.  
Minutes

On a motion made by Mrs. Van Metre and seconded by Mrs. Myers, the minutes of the January 14, 2019 meeting were unanimously approved.  
Presentations


Mr. Adamek thanked the Board for their service as January is School Board Director Appreciation month.  Mrs. Kozack, on behalf of FEA, and in memoriam for Pam Mikesell, presented a donation of books to both libraries with topics such as diversity and tolerance that would have been very meaningful to Mrs. Mikesell, past Board President.  She also presented the current Board members with T-shirts as a thank you for all of their efforts on behalf of our district.  
Public Comment


Mr. Brad Remig spoke to the Board with information on the bond sale which was very successful.  The market was favorable with lower interest rates, our credit rating was upgraded, and therefore, we were able to avoid paying bond insurance saving the district over $30,000.  The overall interest we will be paying decreased by $875,000 as a result of the favorability.  Mr. Remig reviewed the presented debt structure report in detail with the Board.  
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Lauren Clark spoke about the security professional and the need to hire so our teachers can focus on education and our students will be safe. 

Sara Laird supports the security position but is disappointed that there was not a social worker position listed on the agenda.  She believes we have a wonderful community but we do have mental health needs and her children are concerned about a host of issues within the school.  

Consent Agenda:



On a motion made by Mrs. Huster and seconded by Mrs. Myers, the Consent Agenda was approved as presented.  A roll call vote was taken with Mrs. Holz, Mrs. Van Metre, Mrs. Bequette, Mrs. Myers, Mr. Laird, Mr. Murray, Mr. Whitcomb, Mrs. Huster, and Mr. Strahler casting assenting votes.  

Administrative

Actions
A.
Approved a request from Ms. Hanna Odegard for an Independent Study Contract during the second semester of the 2018-2019 school year for Phys. Ed.


B.
Approved the 2019-2020 Course Selection Booklet (Grades 9-12). 

Budget
C.
Approved the general fund bill list in the amount of $603,325.67                from 11/29/2018 through 1/22/2019.

D.
Approved the food service fund bill list in the amount of $29,596.46                      from 11/29/2018 through 1/22/2019.


E.
Approved the journal entries, budget adjustments and bank reconciliations as presented.


F.
Approved Blue Ridge Dental Care as the District dentist for the 2018-2019 school year.  The fee remains the same at $500 for services. 

G.
Approved the addition of the following individuals to the bus / van driver list for the 2018-2019 school year. The contractor is noted.



Ms. Bonita Barnhart – Jacoby Transportation



Ms. Brenda Etzler – Jacoby Transportation



Ms. Judy West – Jacoby Transportation



Mr. David Pfaff – Jacoby Transportation



Mr. John Hoffman – Jacoby Transportation
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Ms. Beverly Showers – Jacoby Transportation



Ms. Sierra Livesay – Jacoby Transportation



Ms. Melina Senft – School Express

Personnel
H.
Approved a request for medical leave from Mrs. Kristine Reynolds, Middle School Teacher, effective January 18, 2019 for approximately six weeks.

Other Action Items:



On a motion made by Mrs. Myers and seconded by Mr. Whitcomb, Item A was approved as presented.  Mrs. Farmer questioned if the individual would be carrying a concealed weapon.  Mr. Adamek told her that the individual would be fully trained and would indeed be carrying a concealed weapon.  Mr. Whitcomb does not feel we would get a qualified candidate if they are not armed.  Mrs. Farmer questioned how we hold this individual accountable if Mr. Adamek does not feel he is qualified.  Her concerns arise from the fact the person is not a district employee but is contracted.  Mrs. Huster explained that the safety committee is doing a great job and we are now prepared to make this decision without debate.  Mr. Shutt is very concerned about the risk of a gun in the building and voiced his disapproval and Mrs. Laird also expressed concerns regarding a gun on the property.  A roll call vote was taken with Mrs. Holz, Mrs. Bequette, Mrs. Myers, Mr. Laird, Mr. Murray, Mr. Whitcomb, Mrs. Huster, and Mr. Strahler casting assenting votes.  Mrs. Van Metre cast a dissenting vote. 
A. Granted permission to hire the following position:  Safety, Security and Loss Prevention Specialist with a yearly contract.



On a motion made by Mrs. Bequette and seconded by Mrs. Myers, the Board authorized administration to advertise for a potential opening in elementary special education.  A roll call vote was taken with Mrs. Holz, Mrs. Bequette, Mrs. Myers, Mr. Laird, Mr. Murray, Mr. Whitcomb, Mrs. Huster, Mrs. Van Metre, and Mr. Strahler casting assenting votes.  
A roll call v 
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Other Discussion Items:

A.
Transfers –

· Mr. Jason Thurston from Elementary Technology to Middle School Social Studies effective February 4, 2019.

· Mrs. Catherine Mentzer, Middle School Technology, to include additional Elementary technology assignments effective February 4, 2019.


B.
2019-2020 Lincoln Intermediate Unit #12 General Operating Budget –



(Distributed to the Board for review)

Student Representatives


No Report 
Public Comment

Lance Farmer spoke regarding the security officer and having a weapon in the school.  His background is as an analyst and he does not feel as if the appropriate surveys and questions have been asked regarding this issue.  He feels as if the Board has “back doored” the issue.  The Board, in his opinion should have worked harder to have questions answered regarding safety, gaps, and needs.  

Adjournment


On a motion made by Mrs. Huster and seconded by Mrs. Myers, the meeting unanimously adjourned at 7:49 pm.    

Respectfully Submitted:

Mr. Ian Strahler




Mrs. Caroline Royer

Board President 




Board Recording Secretary

_________________________


__________________________
